CONSIDER

IS THERE A FUTURE?

A CAREER IN
Presently there is a demand for Radiographers in
The Bahamas. There are many different areas in
which you can specialize once you become a Radiographer. For example, you can specialize in
CT (Computed Tomography), MRI (Magnetic
Resonance Imaging), mammography (X-rays of
the breast, or ultrasound.

“Working Together for Best Quality Healthcare”

RADIOLOGY

You may have an interest in becoming a doctor.
Well, there is a place in the X-ray Department.
A Radiologist is the doctor that performs special
procedures, interprets the x-rays and states what
he things is wrong with the patient.

For Additional Information contact:
Radiology Department
Rand Memorial Hospital
East Atlantic Drive
P.O. Box F-40071
Freeport, Grand Bahama
Tel: (242) 350-6700 ext. 2160
Fax: (242) 352-6791
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RADIOGRAPHY CAREERS

SPECIALTIES

Radiographer or radiologic technologist is a person that performs diagnostic imaging examinations. These include general x-rays, computed
tomography (CT Scan), magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), mammography, and ultrasound.

Radiographer may choose to specialize in one or more of
the following branches of radiology.

NATURE OF WORK
Radiographers or radiologic technologists produce x-rays (radiographs) of parts of the human
body for use in diagnosing medical problems.
They assist the radiologist, the physician that
interprets the radiographs, in the use of radiologic, fluoroscopic and ultrasound equipment
used to produce radiographs.

Computed Tomography (CT Scan) - a medical imaging
method employing tomography created by compute processing. Digital geometry processing is used to generate a
three dimensional image of a particular body part from a
large series of individual slices.
Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) - a test that uses
magnetic field and pulse of radio wave energy to make
pictures of organs and structures inside the body. MRI
often gives different information that other modalities and
as a result may show abnormalities that otherwise may
not be detected.

Radiographers prepare patients for readiologic
examinations by explaining the procedure, taking
a proper medical history, removing jewelry and
other articles through which x-rays cannot pass,
and positioning patients so that the body part of
interest can be properly radiographed.
They must follow the physician’s orders precisely. It is also important to be pleasant and
make the patient feel comfortable as many of
them are anxious or afraid not knowing what to
expect.
In performing radiologic examinations radiographers should limit radiation exposure to themselves as well as the patient. This is achieved
through the use of protection devices, such as
lead shields, and by limiting the size of the x-ray
beam.
Radiographers should have physical stamina. In
fact this is very important because they are on
their feel for long periods of time and may be required to lift or turn old and disabled patients.

Currently at the government hospitals, CT Scan,
mammography, and ultrasound are the only specialties available. Some private facilities offer services
in some of the other areas. However, looking to the
future, we would like to expand these services.

WHY SHOULD I BE A RADIOGRAPHER?
Radiographers provide services to many people. Doctors really depend a lot on these services because
some times it’s very difficult to diagnose and treat a
patient without detailed pictures of what is happening
inside the human body.
Patients think very highly of radiographers and the
service they provide. They really appreciate the role
radiographers play in their road to recovery. It is very
rewarding to know that you help so many people on a
daily basis.

WHAT MAKES A GOOD RADIOGRAPHER?

Mammography - uses low dose radiation to produce
images of the breast.

A good radiographer must be able to communicate with
fellow radiographers, doctors and any other person
assisting with the care of patients. He/She must also be
able to communicate with patients and explain each
procedure step by step. You should be able to comfort
and reassure patients who may be frightened or uncertain about what is going to happen. It is also good to
effectively communicate with family members, particularly when the patient is a child.

Radiation Therapy - uses large doses of radiation to
treat cancer patient by killing affected tissue.

WHAT DO I HAVE TO DO TO QUALITY?

Nuclear Medicine - radiopharmaceuticals, substances
that are attracted to specific organs are introduced into
the body and produced radioactive emissions, which are
detected by special equipment and recorded on a computer. Nuclear medicine documents function as well as
structure.

Upon completing high school, you have to enroll in a
radiography course which is offered at many colleges
and universities in the USA, UK, Canada and Caribbean. Be sure to verify that the school is accredited.
Ideally, you should have an interest in science, particularly physics, human anatomy and physiology.

